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this symbol of regeneration: for instance, Gargi, the famous
woman philosopher, who defeated the great Yajnavalkya in
argument, always wore the sacred thread. Indeed there are
some neat arguments ready to hand for future leaders of the
Woman's Movement amongst Brahmans.
Once the invitations are out, preparations for the ceremony
are begun.
A booth is set up resting on four posts, but in addition to
these a fifth post, called the Mdnikyastambka, is erected.
This is quite small, but very important, as it is supposed to
represent Brahma the Creator; and close beside it a bamboo
post is always placed.
Then Gane^a (Ganapati) is worshipped, the god who removes
obstacles, and who is always placated at the beginning of any
great ceremony. This god is accordingly invoked and seated,
his feet are bathed, and he is offered a spoonful of water mixed
with rice and a sip of pure water to make him holy. The god
is bathed, first with pure water, and then with the five nectars
(curds, milk, clarified butter, sugar, and honey), and afterwards
with pure water once more, and a sip of pure water is again given
him. Clothes are brought for him, and he is dressed, invested
with the sacred thread, and decorated with the auspicious red
mark on his forehead. Then follow the offerings; and rice,
flowers and sacred grass, together with a mixture of three
scented and coloured powders, are given to him, Lights are
waved round him, incense burnt in front of him, fruit and areca-
nut and pice are given him, he is solemnly circumambulated,
and finally aratl, the ceremonial waving of lights, is performed.1
As soon as this is done, the priest guards against the coming
of evil spirits by throwing oil seeds to each of the four corners
of the booth,
Then, as at the hair-cutting, the fifteen divine mother-
goddesses are installed and worshipped, and the seven other
1 This full worship of Ganes*a or any other idol consists of sixteen
. different parts, certain acts that seem to us separate being counted in
together, and vice versa,